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Are You Ready for the Conference? WECSOR is Coming to Fuller!
By Pat M cCullough
Church.” This is Heidi’s first presentation at the conference, a 
beginning step with future doctoral work in educational lead­
ership in mind. In the near term, however, Heidi is planning 
on several years o f mission in Africa. Also interested in a dis­
tinct social perspective in theology, Samuel Alfaro (SOT, PhD) 
may complement Heidi’s presentation with his exploration o f 
theological method from Latina/Latino Pentecostal point of 
view.
Marco Ambriz (SOT, MDiv) and I (SOT, MDiv) will be 
presenting in the same session on Monday afternoon, both on 
passages from Matthew. I will be exploring comparisons and 
contrasts between Matthews “last judgment” passage (Mat­
thew 25:31-46) and Second Temple Literature, concentrating 
on the judgment o f compassionate acts like feeding the hungry 
and visiting the prisoner. Marco will also be focusing on socid 
concerns in his paper: “Political Undertones in the Sermon on 
the Mount.” Speaking for myself, this paper is the adaptation 
o f a project I worked on in a class at Fuller on “early Juda­
ism.” I have increasingly found myself drawn to what the early 
Christians thought about the end o f the world and what im­
plications those beliefs had for their communities. This project 
even helped shape my search for doctoral programs, as I sought 
out schools that might offer me the opportunity to explore the
Continued on page 2
On March 30 and 31, Fuller Seminary will be 
hosting the Western Commission for the Study o f 
Religion (W ECSOR), which is the Pacific Coast wing 
of the Society o f Biblical Literature (SBL), the Ameri­
can Academy o f Religion (AAR), and the American 
Schools o f Oriental Research (ASOR). It is a religious 
studies extravaganza right under our noses. While 
others will be flying from across California, Arizona,
Hawaii, and Nevada and staying at hotels, we have 
the opportunity to stroll down to our campus and 
participate in stimulating discussion on the latest in 
biblical and religious scholarship.
The conference also provides us with an oppor­
tunity to display our wits, wisdom, and hospitality.
As we welcome scholars and scholars-in-the-making 
from around the region, we have a chance to leave a 
mark on their memory o f Fullers warm personality 
and sharp intellectual atmosphere.
We already have a head start on the latter: we have 
17 Fullerites— including students and faculty— in­
volved in the presentations o f the two-day annual 
conference. The conference gives us the chance to support our 
fellow Fuller seminarians who may be taking the first steps into 
academia.
Amy Meverden (SOT, M Div and MAT), for example, is 
taking a look into the m otif o f  the “divine warrioress” through 
Ancient Near Eastern history and in the Hebrew Bible, partic­
ularly in the “Song o f Deborah” (Judges 5) and the story o f the 
goddess Anat in Ugaritic myth. In her study, Amy sees that the 
vigorous imagery o f the divine warrioress decreases over time 
and she identifies social and political reasons for such silencing. 
This W EC SO R  presentation is Amy’s first, but she hopes it 
“inaugurates many future partnerships with the academy” and 
we should have no doubt that it will.
I f  Ancient Near Eastern studies isn’t your cup o f tea, maybe 
youd be interested in biblical interpretation from particular 
social locations. Heidi Edwards (SOT, MDiv), for instance, is 
exploring a classic essay written by Walter Brueggemann on 
the cosdy loss o f lament” and considering its import from 
an explicitly African American perspective. Heidi links African 
American laments from both sacred and secular musical per­
spectives, highlighting the “shared experiences o f Black people 
in and out o f the Black Church experience.” W ith her paper, 
Heidi hopes to open the dialogue with Black clergy and lay 
people to the present lament that is in the African American
SEMI Relevant Libs
This has been a long quarter. W ith papers and finals, it 
seems like everyone is too serious. So, I decided to provide 
a much needed respite from the scholarly grind in the form 
o f  an old-fashioned fill-in-the-blanks-with-friends game. 
Have fun. I’ll publish the funniest one e-mailed to me.
Fill the Blanks




____ 2. Campus Locale_
_4. Past-tense Verb______
ing Verb_______7. Animal.




12. Ordinal Number (i.e. “1st, 4 th’)_________
13. School Subject___________ 14. Feeling.




I was reading. in the
(Pretentious Scholar) (Campus Locale)







ed. “This is no time for confusing exclamations 
you !” He/She retorted. “ I
(-¡ng Verb) (Animal)
just saw______________ in th e _______________ !
(Fundy or Liberal) (Bathroom Slang)
Do you realize what this means? This single 
person could royally
(adj.) (Construction verb)
up our theology! This could be the end of 
Fuller!” “So what am I supposed to do? I’m 
just a _ _ _ _ _ _ _  year student in the school
(Ordinal Number)
o f !” You reply in a burst o f _______ .
(School Subject) (Feeling)
“What did God tell______? Grab a ________ and
(Bible Char.)
go smack that heretic on th e .
(Fruit)
(Body Part)
-Ben Cassil, SEM I Editor
We're looking for contributors for the following upcoming issues: Hell, Heaven and 
Reviews o f Films, Books, M usic and Restaurants. If you are interested in contrib­
uting writings or artwork, or want to write a letter to  the editor, e-mail: sem i-edi- 
tor@ dept.fuller.edu. All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity.
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charged per word. All requests should be made 
through the ads coordinator.






social concerns o f apocalypticism.
The intellectual goodies do not end 
with my presentation, o f course. Pro­
fessor A1 Dueck will be hosting a panel 
discussion on philosopher Gadamer and 
psychotherapy with five students from 
Fuller’s School o f Psychology. Melissa 
Ramos will consider the “resident alien” 
in Ugarit from the Late Bronze Age. Joel 
Hamme will examine Hosea’s calf cri­
tique (Hosea 8:5-6). Sue Fry will reflect 
on the death o f Isaiah’s Servant (Isaiah 
52:13-53:12). Jina Kang will exegete 
Psalm 32:1-7. You also won’t want to 
miss the insights o f one o f Fuller’s new­
est faculty additions, David Downs. Pro­
fessor Downs will be countering a trend 
in the study o f Paul’s theology, which 
understands the relationship between 
God, Christ, and humanity through a 
model o f patron-broker-client relations 
in Greco-Roman culture.
Last, but certainly not least, Fuller’s 
Professor Mignon Jacobs is this year’s 
president o f SBL, Pacific Coast Region. 
On Monday afternoon, Professor Jacobs 
will be giving her SBL presidential ad-
dress, entitled, “Yhwh’s Call for Israel’s 
‘Return’: Command, Invitation, or 
Threat.”
This year is our year to show off Full­
er Seminary’s intellectual prowess and 
peaceable hospitality to the wider world 
o f religious studies. To top it off, you’ll 
also hear the gende whisper o f good deals 
at the book fair. So, if  you will be around 
at the end o f the spring break, think 
about coming down to the conference 
in support o f our fellow students. What 
better way to start the spring off right? 0
For registration check: www.sjsu.edu/wec- 
sor. For more inform ation on volunteering, 
stop by the Center fo r  A dvanced Theo­
logical Studies, or contact M ignon Jacobs: 
626.584.5605.
Pat M cCullough is fin ishing his M Div this 
summer. H eis currently 
the on-campus Student 
Representative fo r  SBL 
a t Fuller, an d needs to 
fin d  a  replacem ent fo r  
next year. Interested?.
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Stop the Traffik Update: We It!
By Paul Lange
We did it! Thank you Fuller for your 
efforts to “Stop the Traffik.” On Febru­
ary 13, representatives from Oasis Glob­
al presented a declaration o f support to 
end human trafficking at the UN Global 
Initiative to Fight Trafficking (G IFT) 
conference in Vienna. We aimed for 1 
million people to pledge support to end 
the global slave trade. We raced past that 
goal, and achieved the 1.5 million mark. 
Fuller students joined a global coalition 
of people who supported Stop the Traffik 
in its call to: prevent the sale o f people, 
prosecute the traffickers, and protect the 
victims. Support from people all over the 
world came in through signed pledges, 
videos, text messages, facebook, web sign 
ups and even thumb prints! Your support 
helped make this possible!
The UN Office o f Drug and Crime 
(UNDOC) have officially formalized a 
collaborative effort with Stop the Traffik. 
Here are a few outcomes from the pre­
sentation o f the declarations:
1. The U N .G IFT  appointed Steve 
Chalke (chair o f  Stop the Traffik coali­
tion) as “U N .G IFT  Special Advisor on 
Community Action against Human 
Trafficking.”
2. U N .G IFT  involvement in the pro­
cess o f turning research on trafficking in 
goods and product supply chains into 
action.
3. Endorsement and assistance o f 
UN ODC offices around the world.
4. The establishment o f Friends o f 
U N .G IFT and forum where Stop the
Traffik can regularly present the feedback 
directly to the leadership o f UN.GIFT.
Your voice has been heard! In addi­
tion to collaborating with the U N O D C , 
Stop the Traffik announced the launch 
o f an independent global fund to end 
trafficking. The wide public support to 
end trafficking encouraged large donors 
to pledge over 1 million dollars. This 
remarkable new global fund will cluster 
projects that follow regional trafficking 
routes around the world and commit 
money to “Prevent, Protect and Pros­
ecute” beginning in South Asia.
One o f the projects the global fund 
will support is Oasis’ South Asian Cen­
ter For Missing and Exploited Persons 
(SACMEP). Since its inception in June 
o f 2007, SACMEP has prosecuted 14 
traffickers and rescued over 50 people 
from slavery. On a recent raid the SAC­
M EP investigative team worked with the 
police to rescue Sadhana from a brothel 
in Mumbai. Sadhana is only 14 years old. 
She was taken from her home in Bangla­
desh and forced to work in prostitution. 
When the SACMEP team received infor­
mation about her, they launched an inves­
tigation that led to her freedom! In addi­
tion, the madam who was managing the 
brothel (where Sadhana was repeatedly 
raped for profit) is now behind bars! Oa­
sis is committed to both helping victims 
o f trafficking, and preventing their abus­
ers from hurting other women and girls.
As a Fuller grad, I am proud to see 
your overwhelming support o f the Stop
the Traffik campaign to end modern day 
slavery. Together we will make a difference 
in the lives o f the many held in forced la­
bor. We join a great heritage o f Christian 
abolitionists when we proclaim freedom 
and dignity for all humanity. We stand 
on the shoulders o f great heroes o f the 
past like William Wilberforce and Abra­
ham Lincoln. Join us as we build on his­
torical efforts to create a slave free world.
Remember, your pledge to end traf­
ficking is only the beginning. The US 
State Department estimates that over 1 
person every minute is trafficked across 
an international border. This is enough 
people to fill five jumbo jets each day. 
This has created a world with an estimat­
ed 27  million people living in slavery. We 
have a lot o f  work to do to see each per­
son experience the freedom, justice and 
restoration they deserve as one created in 
God’s image. 0
For m ore inform ation about the campaign 
an d upcom ing events, please contact: info@  
oasisusa.org 626.447.0400. 
www. oasisusa. com www. stopthetrajfk. com
P aul Lange is a  2002 graduate (M AT) o f 
Fuller Seminary. Fie 
is the Executive D i­
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IS S U E  2, PT .2 ©  2008 By T o m  Wheeler
WHAT DOES HE 
MEEEEEEAN, 
SURRENDER?/// 
YOU’L L  SEE  
WHAT X MEAN///
HERESY BOY, 
MY FIN E  
THEOLOGIAN  
WE HAVEN'T 
MUCH TIM E  
REMAINING.
rhAUAMA//o o f lA
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YES, E V IL  MASTER/
YOU ARE P ER FECTLY  RIGHT, 
AS ALWAYS/
WE MUST KEEP YOU 
AND OUR GREAT LORD HIDDEN. 
THE G IR L  MUST NEVER  
LEARN THE TRUTH/
I ’M SO GLAD YOU UNDERSTAND 
OTHERWISE, YOUR ETERNAL TORMENT 
W ILL WAVE TO COMMENCE SOONER 
THAN WE HAD PLANNED.
THINK OF A LL THOSE SOULS YOU 
k W ILL MISS DESTROYING
BY THE WAY. . .
I  WOULD L IK E  FOR YOU 
TO ELIM IN A TE  OUR FRIEND  
CAPTAIN R ESTLESS  
AT YOUR E A R LIE S T  
CONVENIENCE.
BUT PLEASE, NO MORE 
OF T H O S E ----FIREBALLS.
R ES TLESS  .. .
HE’S GOT 
L IG H T  ANGELS  
ALL AROUND 
HIM.
UNTIL LA T ER  .
Migration and our Globalizing World
By Em ily Romero
îâvis A
AftrcMl
Migration is one o f the most challeng­
ing issues o f our globalizing world. W ith­
in the US alone, there are an estimated 
36 million people who are foreign-born. 
I f  the entire number o f undocumented
happens from the South to the North, 
but also North to South, East to West, 
and West to East. By briefly looking at a 
few migration trends within the few last 
decades in Latin America alone, we canj. u u v v c u v i i C j vvv» C a l l
immigrants were also accounted for, this see how much migration is changing re­
number would surely be even greater. O f gional and global dynamics.
these 36  million foreign-born, 20  mil­
lion or more are said to be first-genera­
tion immigrants from Latin America.
Migration (most notably issues con­
cerning undocumented immigration) is 
one o f the most divisive topics in this 
2008 election, with stark differences be­
tween the Democratic and Republican 
candidates. Whatever we claim to believe 
about this issue, whatever side we lean 
towards, right or left, Democratic or Re­
publican, these issues are very important 
and will continue to greatly impact our 
world.
But immigration is not just an Ameri­
can issue (as we often assume), it’s a glob­
al reality. It is not just something that
ANNOUNCEM ENT
ness!
Iidas, his m r^pawm M W rm  




Almost 10% o f the population with­
in the Dominican Republic is Haitian- 
born, crossing the border to escape the 
desperate poverty they experience, and to 
look for jobs in the sugar industry and 
seek something better, albeit most o f the 
time, just a litde “less bad” (menos mal). 
Costa Ricans are struggling with how to 
deal with the growing number o f Nica­
raguans who make up more than 7%  of 
their population. Also in Central Amer­
ica, 15%  o f Belize’s population consists 
o f Guatemalans, Hondurans, and Salva­
dorans. Thousands o f Peruvians flee to 
find better jobs in neighboring Ecuador 
while Colombians are also escaping to 
Ecuador to find refuge from their ongo­
ing civil war. Also, we 
must consider the con­
stant migration all over 
the world from rural 
to urban areas causing 
even greater stress on 
over-crowded cities. 
These migrations pat­
terns are not unique 
to Latin America. We 
can spot these trends 
being repeated over 
and over again in every 
continent and region 
o f the world. This ever- 
increasing reality begs 
us to question how we 
should address these 
major issues, perhaps 
some o f the most sig­
nificant issues o f our 
time.
As Christians, pas­
tors, N G O  workers, 
and church leaders, it 
is imperative that we 
address these issues 
and ask the hard ques­
tions. What does our 
theology have to say 
about these pressing
world realities, and what should it say? 
How do we pastor among first and sec­
ond-generation people who are unsure 
o f what ‘home’ means? How should ma­
jority churches respond to the changing 
demographics within their communi­
ties? W hat do the assumptions we have 
towards immigrants say about how we 
value human dignity, and how does that 
reflect how we treat the alien, the foreign­
er, the pilgrim? W hat is the significance 
o f  national citizenship, and allegiance in 
an ever-increasing globalized world? As 
Christians, are we not all foreigners and 
pilgrims in a place that we should never 
call home?
Clearly, I am not pretending to answer 
these complex and significant questions, 
but I am hoping to create interest and 
dialogue. The Hispanic Church Stud­
ies Department together with The Fra­
ternity o f Latin American Theologians 
would like to invite you to learn and 
dialogue with us about these profoundly 
important issues at the conference “Mis­
sion, Migration, and Community.” The 
conference will be held March 2 7 -2 8  in 
Travis Auditorium. I f  you speak Spanish, 
please join us during the daytime ses­
sions. However, if  you don’t know Span­
ish, don’t despair. We will be having an 
all-English discussion open to everyone 
on Thursday evening, at 7 :00  p.m. on 
March 27 in Travis Auditorium, inter­
acting with Latin American theologians 
about these issues— particularly talking 
about undocumented migration. @
For more inform ation, or to register fo r  the 
Spanish daytim e sessions, please contact 
Em ily Rom ero: 626.584.5586, 
hisp-m inistries@ dept.fuller. edu.
Em ily Romero is a  2nd-year MACCS stu­
dent. She works in 
the H ispanic Church 
Studies Departm ent.
In her own life, Em­
ily much prefers N orth 
to South m igration.






What Holds the Bible Together?
Tues., M arch 11, 1 0 :0 0 — 10:50 a.m .
Installation o f  Dr. Marianne Meye Thompson 
into the George Eldon Ladd Chair o f  New Testa­
ment in the School o f  Theology.
Friday Night Music & Art @ Coffee by the Books: 
M arch 14: E d  Horsley.
I f  you would like to play please contact Amy at 
fridaynightmusic@gmail.com.
PERSPECTIVAS LATINAS:
Seminario Teológico Fuller, 27 , 2 8  de m arzo d el 
2008. Costo: $5 0 .0 0  (Incluye inscripción, m ateria­
les, alim entación).
El capítulo de Los Angeles, CA de la Fraternidad 
Teológica Latinoamericana le invita a una consulta 
sobre la migración hacia los Estados Unidos y sus 
implicaciones para misión y para la comunidad 
Latina en este país. Habrá un número limitado de 
becas para ayudar a los que vienen de fuera con su 
transporte y hospedaje. Teléfono: 6 2 6 .5 8 4 .5 5 8 8 . 
Correo electrónico: hisp-ministries@dept.fúller. 
edu.
Migration, Mission, and Community:
M arch 2 7  Ó" 28, Travis Auditorium .
The day sessions will be held in Spanish but the 
evening session on the 2 7 th will be in English 
and is open to anyone (no registration). To reg­
ister (for the Spanish sessions) or for more details 
please co n ta «  Emily Rom ero at: 6 2 6 .5 8 4 .5 5 8 6 , 
hisp-ministries@dept.fuller.edu.
Field Education Orientation:
Friday, A pril 4, 2008. 12 — 2 p.m . Geneva Room. 
Participation in Field Education O rientation is 
required for those enrolled in the first quarter o f  
the FE501 &  F E 533  Church Internship (FE 501A  
&  FE533A ) for the Spring Quarter. C ontact the 
Office o f  Field Education at 6 2 6 .5 8 4 .5 3 8 7  or 
nelded@ftiller.edu to sign up.
Parish Pulpit Fellowship 
Application deadline: M arch 28 , by 5 :0 0  pm . 
Applications are being taken for the 2 0 0 8 -2 0 0 9  
Parish Pulpit Fellowship. O ne fellowship is avail­
able ($24 ,000  for single recipient; $ 2 8 ,0 0 0  for 
a married recipient, i f  spouse accompanies). Re­
cipient must be eligible for graduation in spring 
or summer o f  200 8 . Awardees are expected to 
travel and study overseas during the 2 0 0 8 —2 0 0 9  
academic year, beginning in the Fall o f  2 0 0 8 . Ap­
plications are available at the School o f  Theology 
Deans Office (Payton 2 1 6 ; 6 2 6 .5 8 4 .5 3 0 0  or e- 
mail sot-deansoffice@dept.fuller.edu.
Vocational Chaplain. Don’t know where God is 
calling you? W ant someone to talk to about your 
future? Career Services now has a Chaplain for 
Vocational Discernment. Please contact Allison 
Ash at 6 2 6 .3 9 6 .6 0 2 7  or chaplain.ash@mac.com 
for more information.
Tickets to Amusement Parks: Student Life and 
Services sells tickets to Disneyland (2-fer tickets 
$65  adults, $55  children) Legoland ($42) and
Universal Studios ($42  Daily, $ 5 4  for Season 
Pass). Com e by our office on the 2nd floor o f  the 
Catalyst, or call 6 2 6 .5 8 4 .5 4 3 5 .
Free "Books & Culture" Magazine: W hile sup­
plies last, get your F R E E  current issue (March/ 
April) from the Fuller Bookstore or Student Life 
and Services (2n<1 floor o f  Catalyst).
Attn: Bike Riders: Please remember to park your 
bicycles in the appropriate bike racks located in 
the SO P : east or the ramp, The Garth: close to 
the R efeaory  and behind the M ail Center, or in 
Barker Com m ons between the Catalyst and the 
Brehm Center. Remem ber to use a U -lock to pre­
vent theft. As an extra precaution, you may regis­
ter your bike with the Parking and Security office: 
6 2 6 .5 8 4 .5 4 5 0 .
Prayerline Volunteers Needed: M ake a differ­
ence in the lives o f  people throughout the country. 
For a rewarding and fulfilling experience to pray 
for one hour a week contact Kaity: kkrompas@ 
yahoo.com.
HelpKids(FreeTickets!):PasadenaPlayhouse seeks 
volunteers to help at risk kids. I f  interested in so­
cial work contact lrudin@pasadenaplayhouse.org.
SERVICES
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E . Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 6 2 6 .7 9 8 .4 0 6 4  for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f  Fuller. 
Owned by family o f  Fuller graduate for 2 5  years. 
Discount for students! Colum bia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd. 3 2 3 .2 5 8 .0 5 6 5 . Ask for John 
or Paul.
3 Units For Rent in good neighborhood near W il­
liam Carey University. Address: 1454 Wesley Ave. 
Pasadena, CA. 9 1 1 0 4 . Front House: $2100/mo. 
2 Back Units: $1650/mo. (each) Each unit has 2  
bedrooms. Call: Harry, 6 2 6 -3 9 0 -2 5 4 4 .
Massage Therapy. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Cañada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part o f  the Fuller community herself. Call 
626 .6 6 0 .6 8 5 6  and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! ^Valter Zim m er 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917  and located in the 
jewelry d istri«  o f  downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zim mer is a longtime member o f  Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because o f  our appreciation 
o f Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone M el’s 
s°n  Ken at 2 1 3 .6 2 2 .4 5 1 0  for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a Home 
Purchase or Refinance? C ontact Fuller alum 
Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advisors. 
626 .8 2 5 .6 1 7 3 . llundin@earthlink .net.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SO P PhD  alumnus with 2 0  years experience as a 
statistician for thesis and dissertation consultations.
Worked on hundreds o f  proj­
ects. Teaches graduate research 
courses. Designing “survivable” 
research proposals a specialty. 
Methods chapter tune-ups. 
Survey development. Provides 
multivariate data analysis using 
SAS or SPSS. Statistical results 
explained in simple English! As­
sistance with statistical table cre­
ation and report write-up. Final 
oral defense preparation. Fuller 
community discounts. Call for 
free phone consultation. Tom  
Granoff, PhD . 3 1 0 .6 4 0 .8 0 1 7 . 
E-m ail tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa / 
Discover/ MasterCard/ A M E X  
accepted.
J&G Auto Service. Complete 
auto repair. Brakes, tune- 
up, mufflers. Certified Smog 
Station. 1063 E . W alnut St. 
6 2 6 .7 9 3 .0 3 8 8 . Monday -  Fri­
day, 8 am — 5 :30  pm.
Tax Time. Tax preparer, licensed 
and bonded, specializing in 
ministers, Fuller students and 
staff. Reasonable rates. Ask for 
Tom D unn at 8 1 8 .3 5 2 .8 2 3 7 .
&
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There's strong. Then there's Army strong. Do your part to spiritually strengthen our troops and 
their Families by joining the U.S. Army Chaplaincy. Serve at the frontline of the Soldiers' lives, 
developing close-knit relationships rarely found in any other ministry. Will you consider the call?
Find out more at info.goarmy.com/chaplain/bS69 or call 1-888-238-8287.
©2008. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved. ARMY STRONG,
